A roughly chronological diagram of typographic
characteristics that have been passed on in the
history of the printed letterform.

The Evolution of Letterforms
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Traits passed on ¢
Geometric serif forms
Consistent vertical character axis
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Traits that die
Serifs attached to letters
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Character
Axis Diagrams

¢ Traits passed on
Character axis based on hand-written characters
Traits that die
Attempts to replicate handwriting
Irregularities in characters based on handwriting

¢ Traits passed on
Diagonal axis of some characters
Traits that die
Consistently slanted character axis

¢ Traits passed on
Vertical character axis
Increasing contrast of thick and thin
Traits that die
Diagonal character axis

¢ Traits passed on
Consistent vertical character axis
Increasing contrast of thick and thin
Traits that die
Serifs imitating hand-drawn forms
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Traits passed on ¢ : | [ |
Consistent stroke weight :

Consistent vertical character axis Serifa
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American Typewriter
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Traits that die
Serifs attached to letters

Copperplate
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Traits passed on * : : [ [ [
Consistent stroke weight

Consistent vertical character axis Trade Gothic
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News Gothic Helvetica
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Traits that die
Serifs attached to letters
Character proportions based on traditional forms
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Traits passed on ¢ :
The alphabet understood as a system of shapes : | | |
that were unified by a style, instead of individual : Kabel

letterforms evolving through time abcdefghllklmnop abcdefgh”klmnop
© QRSTUVWXYZ ~ QRSTUVWXYZ

Futura Bauhaus
Traits that die
Characters based on geometric shapes
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Gill Sans

Officina Sans
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