












7Vcom 62/162 - Advanced Web Design 
Modified :: August 12, 2008 8:35 PM

V
is

u
a

l
C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
s

6
2

/
1

6
2

 
—

 
T

ra
v

is
J
a

m
e

s
 

M
u

s
s

e
r 

—
 

tm
u

s
s

e
r@

la
s

p
o

s
ita

s
c

o
lle

g
e

.e
d

u

When you are having trouble with a specific property, try making your CSS definitions in »»
the most specific selector it can be. For example, if you are styling type in a paragraph 
in the div with the ID of “header” try using #header p versus just #header. (However, 
be general when it makes sense for efficiency [and when it works]. For example, if you 
are styling all type in the div with the ID of “text” in the same sans serif font family, you 
would to set this only once by setting it in #text, rather than in each individual selector 
within text: #text ul & #text a & #text p)

Review the order of your CSS. Is it possible your trouble is a conflict in the style sheet »»
and moving the style lower down in your CSS hierarchy fixes it?

Is the problem browser specific? Search the internet for browser specific hacks »»
(commonly in Explorer).

Remember that Explorer interprets padding and borders different than (just about) »»
every other browser, could this be the problem? Can you use margins instead of 
padding? Or use an Explorer hack to fix the problem?

Where appropriate, make sure you have specified the unit of measurement (for example, »»
5px, 5em, 5pt, 5%)

Look for any unusual formatting. Make sure every CSS style opens with a { and closes »»
with a }. End each property listing with a ; . Try not to have excess spaces anywhere in 
your CSS.

Make sure all Hex colors have a # sign before them»»

Using your web developer tool, go to Outline > Block Level Elements, does any Div »»
have an unexpected outline (for example, is it wider than expected and pushing another 
Div over?)?

Validate your CSS and xhtml here: »» http://www.w3schools.com/site/site_validate.asp 
or even easier, use the web developer toolbar. It links directly to the same site. And you 
can quickly validate a local html/css file or a file that is online


